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THE SKY IS FALLING..

RANDY SCHMIDT, CFP®

...At least that is how it seems when I
watch the news. Unemployment remains
high, Europe is going broke, and it seems
like everything I buy has “Made in China”
printed on it. Not to mention that the
stock market bounces up and down like
a yo-yo. I recently read the following
headline: “Social Security to go Broke
in 2037”. Although a ways off, it has
significant meaning to me - it is the year
I turn 62.

While the news appears to be pretty
much all-bad, I am becoming more optimistic on the future.
Is this like playing in the band as the Titanic sinks? Not really.
I love history, and the news has, for the most part, always
been bad. This difference this time is 24-hour news, iPads,
phones with unlimited Internet, etc. In 1994, when I got
into the investment business, I worked in research. It used
to take me hours to find current information on the economy
and various businesses. Today, there is more information
available than any human can possibly absorb. Unfortunately,
many times the facts get lost in all of the noise. If you are
looking for bad news, it is easy to find. Good news is also
available, but requires a little more digging, and isn’t nearly as
exciting. A balanced approach tends to be the most valuable.

NOVEMBER

Since bad news is so plentiful, T will
concentrate on some good news I am seeing
today. Business income is nearing record
levels. Savings in America is at its highest
level in decades. Social Security is easy
to fix (well mathematically that is). And
more Americans are showing their skills by
becoming entrepreneurs. It is interesting
that when employment runs high, people
spend their time focusing on their hobbies
and other interests. This oftentimes leads
to new businesses created and better ways
of doing things. This is also typically where the greatest
inventions and businesses come from. A recent example
comes with the retirement of Steve Jobs, Apple’s Chairman of
the Board, which he co-founded in 1976. Many of the articles
focused on where he got his start, which was in his parents’
one stall garage. There are many more examples that aren’t
quite as famous, but they have done well nonetheless.

While I think the next few years the economy will sputter
along and jobs will be harder to come by, I truly believe that,
like past times when we had corrections, the economy will
reset and a bull market will follow. Great businesses and
inventions will be created. Maybe that great entrepreneur will
be someone we already know.

DECEMBER
ID Theft Protection Month

UPCOMING
EVENTS

OCTOBER

Monday, October 10th
Columbus Day Observed
Office Closed

Monday, October 17th
Bosses Day Observed

National Long Term Care Awareness Month

Wednesday, December 7th

Sunday, November 6th
Pearl Harbor Day

Daylight Saving Time Ends

Saturday, December 10th

Tuesday, November 8th
Santa Train

Election Day

Wednesday, December 21st

Friday, November 11th )
1st Day of Winter

Veterans Day

Thursday, November 24th
Thanksgiving Day
Office Closed

Sunday, December 25th
Christmas Day

Monday, October 31st
Halloween

Monday, December 26th
Christmas Day Observed
Office Closed







October Newsletter

GO GREEN
GO PAPERLESS

There is a growing trend among consumers to “go paperless,’
driven largely by environmental consciousness and the
convenience and security of delivering confidential information
electronically. This trend is helping make electronic deliver
(e-delivery) the preferred method of accessing account
information worldwide, as consumers are opting to forego
paper for a more convenient, electronic alternative.

As changes occur in the market, or as news breaks, we at
ChoiceOne Investment Center want to make sure you are
aware of such updates, and how it may, or may not, have an
effect on your financial plans.

Please call our office, or send an email to:

Becky Kwekel (becky.kwekel@investmentcenters.com) or
Elizabeth Ford (elizabeth.ford@investmentcenters.com) to
provide your best email address so you can be assured of
receiving important communications.

BECKY KWEKEL

The camping equipment has been put away, kids are going
back to school and it won't be long and the leaves will be
changing colors. Fall is officially here! The summer tends
to be a time where we put things aside, take more vacations,
spend time at our cottages and relax. Now that the kids are
back in school and life seems to slow down a little this is a
great time to review your finances again. We enjoy working
with you and would like the opportunity to work with your
family, friends and coworkers as well. We thrive on helping
those around you. If you are happy with the services we offer,
please let your friends, family and co-workers know how we
have helped you. We welcome the opportunity to help them
as well.

ELIZABETH FORD

School has been in session now for a month and life is back
to normal, which means having a schedule. Gabrealle is now
a sophomore and been driving the family around for a few
months, which she is doing a great job! She had her first
marching band competition, and there are more to come this
month. We enjoy going as a family and watching the different
performances the marching bands work so hard at preparing
for. Austin is in eighth grade, playing football, and gearing
up for basketball season. Cory has been harvesting crops for
about a month and still working on finishing up. Myself, I
just began my first week back to Baker College after having
a small break. Even though we all have different schedules
we manage to take time most nights to eat supper and share
stories as a family.

LORI BRAUN

We would like to introduce to you our newest team member,
Lori Braun, who joined us in June 2011 as a Virtual Marketing
Assistant. She will be responsible for assisting with various
marketing projects and tasks. Lori will also be assisting with
workshops and client events, so don’t be surprised if you see
a “701” area code pop up on your caller ID, or if youre asked
to return a toll-free call to 888-259-4468, as she is located in
Bismarck, North Dakota.

Lori previously worked as a Marketing Consultant at the
Home Office of our broker-dealer, Investment Center of
America, Inc. (ICA), which is located in Bismarck. As a
Marketing Consultant, she was responsible for developing
and implementing marketing solutions, and was a primary
marketing contact for ICA advisors, financial institutions and
management. She has over 20 years of marketing experience.
Lori enjoys traveling and spending time with family and
friends.









